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a. Credit Hours 3-0 

b.  Course Code:SS-822 

c. Course Title 

 West Asian Politics 

d. Course Description 

This course is planned to introduce the students to critical themes related to 

the politics of West Asia. This course intends to elucidate the complex 

contemporary politics of West Asia. It aims to equip students with in-depth 

knowledge relating to the politics of West Asia so that they can easily 

comprehend the causes and consequences of the contemporary security 

issues taking place in West Asia. This course aims to discuss the origin of the 

term “West Asia” and elucidate the specific characteristics and properties of 

the region known as West Asia. Moreover, this course also plans to discuss 

the impact of the demise of the Ottoman Empire and the formation of new 

states in this very region, the Saudi-Iran rivalry, the Security Dilemma 

persisting between different states in West Asia, the ideology of ISIS, the 

Iranian Revolution, causes and consequences of Arab Spring, Arab-Israel 

war, Rentier state theory, and regional security complex. This course also 

aims to critically evaluate the causes and consequences of several imperative 

contemporary phenomena, conflicts, and rivalries in this region. However, the 

foremost aim of this course is to enable the students to specifically 

comprehend the politics of West Asia and understand the security problems 

emerging in this region.               

e. Course Outcomes 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

 Comprehend the Politics of West Asia 

 Apply these concepts and theories to the complex security issues in 

West Asian politics. 

 Critically address the specific security problems and deploy advanced 

research skills.   



f. Course Objectives 

The course is designed with several goals in mind:  

 To develop critical engagement with the theories of international 

relations and foreign policy analysis relevant to themes in West Asia 

regional and international politics;  

 To familiarize students with history of the region since its emergence 

as a modern state system at the turn of the last century;  

 To develop familiarity with relevant theoretical debates and empirical 

cases pertaining to West Asia's contemporary regional and 

international political issues. 

g. Course Contents 

Week 1: Introduction to the Course 

Week 2: What is West Asia? 

Week 3: West Asian Politics in Comparative Perspective: The Persistence 

of Authoritarianism   

Week 4: Ideology of ISIS 

Week 5: Demise of Ottoman Empire and State Formation 

Week 6: Iranian Revolution and Politics in Iran 

Week 7: Shia Crescent   

Week 8: The Social and Economic Context of Contemporary Politics  

Week 9: Midterm Exam 

Week 10: The Consolidation of State Power and Authoritarian Rule  

Week 11: The Arab-Israeli Conflict and Its Consequences 

Week 12: Causes and Consequences of Arab Spring 

Week 13: Political Islam and Its Impact   

Week 14: Rentier State Theory 

Week 15: Politics in Iraq & Syria 

Week 16: Final Exam 
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